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was appointed Provost of the Chapter of West-
minster, a position similar to that of an Anglican
Dean. The leader of the old Catholics was Dr.
Errington, Archbishop of Trebizond, the Car-
dinaPs coadjutor and therefore the recognised
heir apparent to the Archiepiscopal throne. He
was a determined single-minded man, a canonist
of authority who had been suspicious of Manning
from the first. And, thanks largely to Errington's
influence, Manning found himself at the head of
a definitely hostile Chapter, who attacked the
constitution of the Oblates and endeavoured by
every means to keep the distinguished convert in
his place.

Manning had his enemies, but he had some-
thing like genius for finding useful friends, and, at
this critical time in his life, the most useful of his
friends was the Revd. the Hon. George Talbot, a
younger son of Lord Talbot of Malahide, who had
been converted in 1847 an<^ lived in Rome as
Chamberlain and confidant of Pope Pius IX.   As
is well known, Purcell founded his life of Manning
mainly on the  elaborate correspondence with
Talbotj and Lytton Strachey's caricature almost
entirely derives from PurcelTs pages.    Talbot
was a busybody with a love of intrigue.    He
shared Manning's ultramontanism, and his impa-
tience with the timidity of the English Catholics.